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THE 

PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

Dear  Friends, 

Among  the  pleasant  duties  I perform  as  your  President  is 
attending  various  functions  on  behalf  of  AINA.  At  the  end  of  October 
I went  back  to  New  York  City  where  I attended  the  Grand  Central 
Coin  Convention.  Immediately  after,  I traveled  to  Boston  for  the 
banquet  held  by  the  INS  of  Massachusetts.  Both  of  these  events 
were  hectic,  but  thoroughly  enjoyable,  and  they  gave  me  the 
opportunity  of  seeing  old  friends  and  making  many  new  ones. 

Start  the  New  Year  right!  Have  you  written  an  article  for  The 
Shekel  yet?  You  may  be  surprised  at  how  many  members  are 
capable  of  it.  You  may  never  know  if  you  don’t  attempt  it  at  least 
once.  Try  collaborating  on  an  article  with  a friend.  Let  the  Editor 
hear  from  you. 

1987  will  mark  AINA’s  Nineteenth  Annual  Numismatic  Study 
Tour  of  Israel.  If  you  are  looking  for  something  special,  why  not  join 
us  March  5-18th?  The  price  is  right — only  $1745  per  person.  Our 
tours  are  not  soon  forgotten.  Contact  the  AINA  office  today  for  more 
details. 

Don’t  forget  friends,  membership  is  the  key  to  growth  and 
financil  strength.  The  more  members,  the  more  services  AINA  will 
be  able  to  provide.  $10.00  per  adult  member  is  a very  modest  annual 
fee,  with  $2.50  for  each  junior  member. 

Please  accept  best  wishes  for  a very  happy,  healthy  and  peace- 
ful New  Year  from  myself  and  the  AINA  office  staff. 

Shalom, 


Moms  Bram 
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ON  THE  EDWARDIAN  EXPULSION 
OF  THE  JEWS  FROM  ENGLAND 

By  Saul  Needleman,  Ph.D. 


Fossils,  archeologic  ruins  and  the 
I Bible  share  at  least  one  function  in 
common.  Each  is  a form  of  historic 
record  delineating  events  that  took 
place  centuries,  millenia  or  even 
eons  in  the  past.  The  accuracy  of 
these  records  cannot  be  rated  on  an 
absolute  scale,  but  all  depend  on  the 
ability  of  man  to  interpret  what  they 
say. 

In  more  recent  times,  the  numis- 
matic record  often  has  provided  the 
only  historic  evidence  that  an  event 
occurred,  as  in  the  case  of  the  identi- 
ty and  order  of  the  kings  of  Bactria 
and  Axum.  Again,  the  only  limit  on 
the  usefulness  of  the  numismatic 
record  is  the  ability  to  interpret  the 
information  it  contains.  Examination 
of  the  numismatic  record  repre- 
sented by  the  English  merchant  tok- 
ens of  the  17th  century  has  led  to  a 
possible  new  interpretation  relating 
to  the  Edwardian  expulsion  of  the 
Jews  from  England. 

It  is  generally  held  that  in  1290  Ed- 
ward I of  England  reached  the  need 
to  finance  his  expansionist  policies 
in  France  and  Scotland  by  any 
means  still  available  to  him^  and  so 
he  confiscated  the  real  properties 


of  the  Jews  of  England  and  Norman- 
dy, and  banished  the  former  royal 
benefactors  from  the  kingdom. 

Some  claim  the  injustice  of  the  ex- 
pulsion cannot  be  laid  solely  on  the 
shoulders  of  Edward,  that  it  must  be 
shared  by  the  greed  and  fears  of  the 
church. Just  evolving  out  of  its 
“feudal  ghettos”,  the  church  was 
not  able  to  predict  its  future  domi- 
nance with  an  attitude  of  passivity 
toward  the  intellectual  and  eco- 
nomic superiority  of  Judaism.  Thus, 
it  felt  the  need  to  absorb  the  Jewish 
know-how  and  go  into  business  for  ij- 
self.  To  eliminate  competition,  Jews 
were  legislated  out  of  positions  as 
royal  advisors,  not  by  the  royalty 
they  served,  but  by  the  church;'*'^^ 
the  religious  intolerance  of  the 
church  demanded  that  the  Jews  had 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  mainstream  of 
secular  life'*  and,  hence,  the  banish- 
ment, albeit  through  the  hand  of  Ed- 
ward. 

Whatever  the  origin  of  the  ban, 
that  property  and  other  wealth  was 
taken  is  a matter  of  record.  The  Jews 
were  permitted  to  take  their  por- 
table property  with  them  as  they 
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Jewish  Petition  to  Oliver  Cromwell 


left,  but  their  houses,  land  and  syna- 
gogues were  taken  over  by  the 
Crown. It  has  been  stated  that  the 
banishment  was  total:  “From  the 
time  of  Edward  to  that  of  Cromwell, 
no  Jew  touched  English  ground". 
Now,  using  the  record  of  the  English 
merchant  tokens  of  the  17th  century, 
it  is  possible  to  explore  the  totality 
and  permanency  of  that  banishment 
in  a new  light. 

Historical  Roots 

Expulsion  was  not  a new  exper- 
ience for  the  Jews  of  Europe.  They 
arrived  in  what  was  to  become  the 
German  states  (and  parts  of  France) 
along  with  the  Roman  legions  about 
the  time  of  Vitellius  and  Otho^  (about 
60-65  CE)  and  established  a longev- 
ity of  residency  there  exceeded  by 
few  others.  This  initial  migration 
northward  undoubtedly  was  prolif- 
erated by  their  exile  from  Jerusalem, 
by  Hadrian,  following  the  Bor  Koch- 
ba  Revolt  in  132-135  CE.^  Others 


leaving  Jerusalem  eventually  ended 
up  in  Spain  and,  after  the  expulsion 
there  in  1492,  moved  to  The  Nether- 
lands and  Denmark.^ 

Evidence  favors  the  presence  of 
Jews  in  small  numbers  in  England 
from  the  seventh  century  onward. 
The  first  permanent  Jewish  resi- 
dents probably  accompanied  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  as  his  Norman 
(French]  forces  spread  across  Eng- 
land®'^ in  his  battles  against  the 
Anglo-Saxon  and  Celtic  populations. 
The  status  of  the  Jews  in  medieval 
England  has  been  reviewed  else- 
where.The  Jews  depended  on 
William  for  security  as  he  depended 
upon  them  for  capitaT'^  and  advice.^ 
By  1130,  the  Jewish  community  in 
London  was  settled.  It  appears  that 
Jewish  settlements  existed  outside  of 
London  during  the  reign  of  Henry  I, 
but  during  the  reign  of  Stephen  com- 
munities already  existed  at  least  in 
Norwich,  Cambridge  and  Oxford 
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and,  by  the  reign  of  Henry  II,  Jews 
were  residents  in  more  than  20  coun- 
tiesd®’^^  Some  224  years  later,  Ed- 
ward’s decree  forced  the  migration 
of  the  16,000  Jews  of  England,  who 
preferred  exile  to  apostasy®,  to 
France,  to  The  Low  Countries — and 
perhaps  to  Spain  and  Portugal — 
marking  the  first  of  the  great  medie- 
val expulsions  of  the  Jews.^  ® The  ex- 
ile began  in  Gascony  from  which  the 
Jews  moved  across  the  border  into 
France. 

For  the  Jews  of  England  proper, 
the  ban  was  more  traumatic.^  It  is 
the  contention  of  this  communication 
to  show  that  in  spite  of  the  apparent 
totality  of  the  decree,  a very  small 
but  significant  portion  of  the  Jewish 
population  remained  in  England  dur- 
ing the  365  years  of  Edward’s  de- 
cree. Further,  Jews  not  only  re- 
mained, but  contributed  to  the  indus- 
trialization and  mercantilization 
which  swept  England  in  the  13th- 
14th  centuries  displacing  the  rural 
agricultural  society  that  had  existed 
up  to  that  time. 

In  1650,  at  the  instigation  of  Rabbi 
Manasseh  Ben  Israel,  leader  of  the 
Jewish  community  in  Amsterdam, 
the  Commonwealth  under  the  rule  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  convened  a special 
council  of  government  officials  at 
Whitehall  to  consider  the  concept  of 
Jewish  re-emigration.  Over  several 
years  of  hearings  with  pro  views  ex- 
pressed mainly  by  the  public  and  con 


views  mainly  from  church  officials 
who  had  profited  from  the  Jewish  de- 
mise, the  verdict  was  reached  that 
“there  was  no  statute  which  ex- 
cluded Jews  from  the  country".^ 
Cromwell  negated  the  Edwardian 
ban  and  permitted  the  Jews  to  return 
to  England  in  1655. Interestingly, 
the  Jews  were  banished  under  Cath- 
olic feudalism  but  were  invited  to 
return  under  Protestant  mercantil- 
ism much  as  the  Catholics  were  de- 
posed in  turn  by  the  Protestants.^ 

Reading  The  Evidence 

What  are  the  circumstances 
which  suggest  that  at  least  some 
Jews  remained  in  place  after  1290? 
What  evidence  exists  upon  which  to 
base  these  conclusions?  NONE  of  un- 
impeachable validity!  However, 
much  circumstantial  and  numis- 
matic evidence  alludes  to  this  possi- 
bility. 

At  least  half  a dozen  Jews  still 
were  known  to  reside  in  England  in 
1310.^® 

After  the  Spanish  exile  of  1492,  a 
number  of  Marranos  [secret  Jews] 
settled  in  England  and  reverted  back 
to  their  ancestral  religion.  These 
were  the  forerunners  of  the  larger 
numbers  who  returned  under  Oliver 
Cromwell.®'®  Marranos  first  arrived 
during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  and 
Edward  VI.  Other  groups  arrived 
from  Rouen®  and  from  the  Canary  Is- 


Marranos  surprised  at  secret  Sedar. 
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lands  at  about  this  same  time.  In  ad- 
dition, semicovert  Jewish  communi- 
ties containing  other  than  Marranos 
existed  in  Bristol  and  London  during 
the  16th  century.^  At  least  one 
source  states  that  in  1609  the  Jewish 
community  of  England  amounted  to 
no  less  than  100  people.®  It  should  be 
mentioned  too  that  English  plays  and 
literature  of  the  15th-16th  centuries 
are  replete  with  Jewish  references 
of  a type  unlikely  to  have  been  writ- 
ten had  there  been  no  Jews  in 
England  at  the  time.®'^®'^"* 

Aside  from  these  historic  refer- 
ences, there  is  yet  another  source 
which  supports  this  same  idea.  An 
examination  of  the  12744  listings  in 
Williamson’s  edition  of  Boyne’s 
Trade  Tokens  Issued  in  the  Seven- 
teenth Century^  has  led  to  the  iden- 
tification of  a small  number  of  pieces 
which  may  carry  connotations  of 
Jewish  origin. 

For  such  an  examination,  several 
criteria  were  established  to  serve  as 
guidelines  in  assigning  token  issuers 
to  various  categories: 

a.  of  strong  possible  Jewish  origin 

b.  of  possible  Jewish  origin 

c.  undeterminable 

d.  definitely  of  non-Jewish  origin. 

Again  it  should  be  noted  that  no 
concrete  evidence  exists  upon  which 
to  identify  conclusively  a Jewish  ori- 
gin for  any  token.  Assignment  to 
either  of  the  first  two  categories  is 
purely  on  a presumptive  basis.  How- 
ever, in  some  cases,  it  becomes  al- 
most as  difficult  to  disclaim  a Jewish 
origin  as  to  assign  it. 

Criteria 

The  following  criteria  served  as 
the  basis  for  assigning  tokens  to  the 
various  categories: 

1.  A token  for  which  reference  is  made 
to  the  issuer  holding  local  church  office 
cannot  be  of  Jewish  origin. 

2.  A token  bearing  “Christian”  symbols 
will  in  all  probability  not  be  of  Jewish 
origin.  This  would  include  the  lamb  and 
flag  motif,  angels  and  crosses. 


3.  A token  for  which  a history  of  the 
issuer  includes  references  to  baptism  or 
burial  in  the  parish  church  would  not  be  of 
Jewish  origin.  While  for  the  most  part  the 
statement  seems  self-evident,  it  should  be 
kept  in  mind  that  apostasy  might  have 
been  an  economic  necessity  for  those  Jews 
remaining  in  England.'"  Williamson  is  re- 
plete with  references  to  baptisms  of  token 
issuers  taking  place  at  an  advanced  age  of 
the  person.  Moreover,  during  the  period  in 
question,  even  within  the  Christian  com- 
munity, death  bed  baptisms  or  baptisms  at 
marriage  were  almost  as  common  as  bap- 
tisms at  birth." 

4.  Tokens  issued  by  merchants  with 
“Christian”  names  might  not  be  of  Jewish 
origin,  e.g.,  Christopher,  James,  Matthew, 
etc.  Nevertheless,  certain  “Christian” 
names  actually  are  of  Hebraic  origin, 
while  Anglicization  of  older  Hebraic 
names  to  disguise  a religious  preference 
would  add  to  the  confusion. 

5.  Tokens  for.  which  no  historic  facts 
pertaining  to  the  issuer  are  available  can- 
not be  assigned. 

6.  Tokens  issued  by  persons  having 
“Jewish-sounding”  surnames  probably  are 
not  of  Jewish  origin.  On  the  other  hand, 
these  may  provide  presumptive  evidence 
to  favor  the  hypothesis.  Surnames  com- 
monly thought  of  as  being  Jewish-sounding 
today  generally  are  derived  from  German, 
Polish  or  Russian  rather  than  English  ori- 
gins. 

7.  Tokens  by  issuers  with  Biblical  given 
names  may  not  be  of  Jewish  origin. 

8.  Tokens  issued  by  merchants  for 
which  historic  infonnation  is  available 
only  from  town  registers,  but  not  from  par- 
ish records,  may  be  of  Jewish  origin. 

9.  Tokens  bearing  names  or  references 
which  derive  from  Hebrew  (not  Jewish)  ori- 
gins or  connotations  are  presumptively  of 
Jewish  origin. 

Results 

Based  on  these  criteria,  a total  of 
eight  tokens  have  been  tentatively 
placed  in  the  category  suggesting 
strong  possible  Jewish  origin.  An  ad- 
ditional 22  are  placed  in  the  second 
category:  of  possible  Jewish  origin. 
All  other  tokens  listed  in  Williamson 
are  considered  to  be  of  non-Jewish 
origins. 

Assignment  of  the  candidates  to 
the  first  category  were  made  for  the 
following  reasons.  Selection  of  a sur- 
name was  a highly  personal  event.  A 
deeply  religious  person,  seen  by  his 
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ASSIGNMENT  OF  MERCHANT  TOKENS  TO  CATEGORIES 

CATEGORY  1. 

STRONG  POSSIBLE  JEWISH  ORIGIN— RELIGIOUS  TITLES 

Issuer 

Town 

Shire 

Occupation 

W# 

Date 

Abisha  Brocas 

Exeter 

Devon 

Bookseller 

88 

N.D. 

Achier  Brocas 

Exeter 

Devon 

Coffee  Hse 

89 

1667 

Achier  Brocas 

Exeter 

Devon 

Coffee  Hse 

90 

1669 

Moses  Bruch 

Windsor 

Berks 

Apothecary 

165 

1666 

Barack  Norman 

Snow  Hill 

Lndon 

2907 

N.D. 

Cristoph  Capplin 

Storrington 

Susex 

168 

1657 

Robert  Cowen 

Charleville 

Irlnd 

163 

[16]79 

William  Levett 

Bartholomew  Ln 

Lndon 

Tavern 

133 

N.D. 

CATEGORY  2.  POSSIBLE  JEWISH  ORIGIN— BIBLICAL  NAMES 

Issuer 

Town 

Sire 

Occupation 

W# 

Date 

John  Burell 

Exeter 

Devon 

Grocer 

91 

1671 

John  Burrell 

Wymondon 

Nrflk 

Draper 

282 

N.D. 

Israel  Barrel 

Stowmarket 

Suflk 

Grocer 

309 

N.D. 

Elizabeth  Coleman 

Much  Hadham 

Herts 

Draper 

142 

N.D. 

Henry  Coleman 

Marlborough 

Wilts 

130 

1657 

Henry  Coleman 

Tower  Hill 

Lndon 

Victualler 

3195 

1666 

John  Coleman 

Chilham 

Kent 

112 

1664 

John  Coleman 

Wantage 

Berks 

Grocer 

147 

N.D. 

Francis  Collman 

Woburn 

Bdfrd 

101 

1667 

Thomas  Collman 

Salcombe 

Devon 

Glazier 

283 

N.D. 

Isaac  Colman 

Colchester 

Essex 

Grocer 

107 

1667 

James  Colman 

Clonfert 

Irlnd 

Merchant 

173 

N.D. 

Samvell  Colman 

Coleman  St 

Lndon 

707 

N.D. 

Simeon  Moise 

Hadleigh 

Suflk 

Grocer 

143 

N.D. 

Richard  Moses 

St  Martin  Legrand 

Lndon 

2651 

N.D. 

Moyses  Potter 

Deal 

Kent 

Baker 

158 

N.D. 

Benjamin  Samson 

Coggeshall 

Essex 

85 

1665 

Solomon  Barnard 

Reading 

Berks 

65 

1653 

Solomon  Bonner 

Whitechapel 

Lndon 

Brasfoundr 

3391 

N.D. 

Soloman  Clarke 

Lavenham 

Suflk 

208 

N.D. 

John  Pares 

Leicester 

Lcstr 

48 

1666 

John  Perris 

The  Strand 

Lndon 

Tavern 

2999 

1666 

CATEGORY  3.  GEOGRAPHIC  AND  BIBLICAL  CONNOTATIONS 

Issuer 

Street  [London] 

Design 

W# 

Date 

Will.  Exel 

Wentworth  St 

View  of  Antwerp 

3373 

N.D. 

I.S.R. 

Whitechapel 

Moses  and  Aaron 

3421 

N.D. 

WJilliam]  SJheares] 

Covent  Garden 

Bible/Legend 

745 

[16J58 

John  Stonyer 

Church  Lane 

David  and  Harp 

639 

1658 

P.A.T. 

Exchange 

View  of  Antwerp 

963 

N.D. 

I.S.T. 

Petty  France 

Scene  of  Saul 

2228 

N.D. 

I.K.P. 

Fleet  Street 

View  of  Jerusalem 

1090 

N.D. 
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(non-Jewish]  neighbor  to  be  constant- 
ly at  prayer  might  have  conjured  a 
nickname,  later  adopted  as  a sur- 
name. The  Hebrew  word  for 
prayer(s)  is  transliterated  as 
“BRUCHAS”  or  “BRACHAS” 
according  to  the  Ashkenazi  (German) 
pronunciation  or  “BARACHAS”  ac- 
cording to  the  Sephardic  (Spanish) 
pronunciation.  The  CH  is  given  as  a 
sibilant  H with  a slight  harshness  as 
in  the  German  “NIGHT”  though,  oc- 
casionally, this  is  given  with  a K 
sound  instead.  The  first  five  names 
(four  surnames  and  one  proper 
name)  given  in  the  table  might  have 
their  origin  in  the  Hebrew  word  for 
prayer.  The  evolution  of  such  names 
is  complicated  by  the  variations  in 
pronunciation  of  the  Hebrew  and  by 
a variability  in  spelling  of  the  trans- 
literated word. 

The  two  highest  religious  offices 
at  the  time  of  the  Temple  were  the 
“GOHANE”  (GAHANE)  (High  Priest) 
and  the  “LEVITE”  (Attendent)  as  re- 
flected in  the  modern  names  GO- 
HEN,  KAPLAN  and  LEVI  or  LEVITT. 
Entries  6-8  are  based  on  this  consid- 
eration. 

The  second  group  of  entries  in  the 
table  follow  a more  variable  (and 
less  secure)  logic.  Despite  the  cau- 
tion of  Griterion  No.  7,  the  next 
group  (9-28)  is  included  because  of 
the  similarity  of  these  names  to  tra- 
ditionally Hebraic  and  Biblical  (as 
opposed  to  Jewish)  names  such  as 
MOSES,  BEREL,  KALMAN,  SAM- 
SON and  SOLOMON.  An  automatic 
relationship  should  not  be  inferred 
between  the  name  “Kalman”  and 
“Gollman”  (or  any  variant  of  its 
spelling:  Golman,  Goleman  etc.).  It  is 
recognized  that  Golman  or  Goleman 
is  a moderately  common  British  (Eng- 
lish, Irish  and  Scots)  surname,  but  it 
is  suggested  (in  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary)  that  one  or 
two  of  these  may  be  of  Jewish  origin. 
Nevertheless,  pieces  such  as  that  of 
William  SOLOMON  (London  2657), 
James  LEVITT  (Surrey  148)  or  most 


of  the  42  ABRAHAMS,  63  BENJA- 
MINS, 33  DAVIDs,  38  ISAAGs  and 
221  SAMUELs  listed  in  Williamson 
are  not  considered  to  be  of  Jewish 
origins  in  accordance  with  Griteria 
Nos.  1-3. 

The  last  two  entries  suggest  Mar- 
rano  (Ghristianized  Jews  of  medieval 
Spain)  origins:  PEREZ  or  PERES.  In 
addition  to  the  two  categories 
described  above,  the  table  lists  a 
third  group  of  tokens  which  makes 
reference  to  location/names  foreign 
(to  England)  or  Biblical  names,  as 
well  as  a view  of  Antwerp  (Low 
Gountries)  to  which  many  of  the  Eng- 
lish Jews  migrated  after  1290,  and 
the  city  of  Jerusalem.  Because  of  the 
nature  of  the  reference,  these  pieces 
are  included  in  the  listing  but  repre- 
sent a doubtful  category.  These  gen- 
erally were  issued  by  owners  of  inns 
or  taverns  who  may  have  had  any 
number  of  reasons  for  selecting  such 
names  for  their  establishments. 

As  suggested  earlier,  no  evidence 
points  conclusively  to  a Jewish  origin 
for  any  of  the  English  merchant 
tokens  of  the  17th  century.  However, 
when  examined  together  with  infor- 
mation taken  from  other  printed 
records,  at  least  presumptive  evi- 
dence exists  that  the  Edwardian  ban 
of  the  Jews  from  England  in  1290 
might  not  have  been  as  thorough  as 
is  presently  thought  to  have  been  the 
case. 

The  dating  of  most  of  the  pieces 
referred  to  in  this  communication 
falls  rather  late  in  the  period  of 
issue  of  the  17th  century  tokens  com- 
pared with  the  “official”  date  of 
return  of  the  Jews  to  England.  This  is 
consistent  with  the  concept  if  one 
considers  the  time  necessary  to  have 
re-established  a going  business  with- 
in the  mainstream  of  the  commercial 
society. 

The  ideas  here  expressed  could  be 
dismissed  as  a mere  “flight  of 
fancy”  but  their  interesting  possibil- 
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ities  can  scarcely  be  denied.  Judaism 
and  Christianity  are  so  inter-related 
by  the  Old  Testament  that  the  Bibli- 
cal associations  of  Category  3 might 
well  belong  to  either.  Further,  it  is 
well  understood  that  some  of  the  sur- 
names in  Category  2 are  similar  to  or 
the  same  as  old  established  names  in 
the  British  Isles  and,  hence,  are  un- 


likely to  be  of  Jewish  origin.  Never- 
theless, how  convenient  to  adopt  as 
a surname,  a phonetic  variant  of  a 
name  already  so  familiar  in  another 
form.  However,  the  writer  of  this  ar- 
ticle submits  his  essay  for  the  con- 
templation and  enjoyment  of  all 
readers  having  the  sympathy  to  see 
its  fascinating  possibilities. 
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JUDAICA  ON  COINS  and  CURRENCY 

(A  Continuation) 

By  David  Paszamant 


The  first  thing  that’s  new  is  the  ti- 
tle for  this  article  and  others  to  fol- 
low. The  word  Judaic  is  just  a lot 
easier  to  work  with  and  remember. 

If  you  are  not  aware  of  it,  let  me 
call  your  attention  to  an  organiza- 
tion called  the  Judaic  Historical  Phil- 
atelic Society,  publishers  of  the  Ju- 
daic Philatelic  Journal.  This  group, 
as  its  name  implies,  is  involved  in  the 
study  of  Judaica  on  postage  stamps 
of  the  world.  The  publication  is 
quarterly  and  features  interesting 
and  valuable  information.  Member- 
ship in  JHPS,  as  with  AINA,  is  $10 
per  year;  the  address  is  80  Bruce 
Ave.,  Yonkers,  N.Y.  10705. 

I have  used  the  Journal  on  several 
occasions  to  research  various  parts 
of  this  continuing  series.  I have  been 
reviewing  a number  of  past  issues 
and  I would  like  to  share  with  Shekel 
readers  several  interesting  items,  a 
few  of  which  have  a direct  relation- 
ship to  this  series  of  articles  of  Ju- 
daica on  coins  and  currency. 

The  September  1971  issue  was 
dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Jan  Bart, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Judaic  His- 
torical Philatelic  Society.  That  par- 
ticular issue  featured  a number  of 
his  reflections  and  criteria  on  Ju- 
daica. As  a result  of  reading  his  arti- 
cle, I would  like  to  add  to  my  list  the 
U.S.  Franklin-Liberty  Bell  half  dol- 
lar. I quote  from  the  article: 

The  Liberty  Bell  which  is  on  perma- 
nent display  at  Independence  Hall  in 
Philadelphia  was  brought  to  Philadel- 
phia in  August  1752  aboard  the  then 
famous  ship  'Mytrilla'  from  London, 
where  it  was  mode  on  special  order  for 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  Penn’s  Charter 
of  Liberties.  The  Myrtilla  was  regis- 
tered to  the  Jewish  firm  of  Levy  and 
Franks,  the  first  major  Jewish  shipping 
company  in  Philadelphia. 


This  company  also  dealt  in  im- 
ports and  exports.  It  is  also  most  in- 
teresting to  note  the  following  two 
other  circumstances  which  makes 
the  Liberty  Bell  a partner  to  Judaica. 
The  inscription  chosen  for  the  bell 
reads:  “Proclaim  liberty  throughout 
the  Land  unto  all  the  inhabitants 
thereof” — Leviticus,  Chapter  25, 
Verse  10.  A Jew,  Frank  Etting,  was 
selected  as  the  official  historian  of 
the  Centennial  Celebration  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1876,  and  another  Jew, 
Victor  Rosewater,  was  chosen  for 
the  identical  post  at  the  Sesquicen- 
tennial  in  1926. 


I would  also  like  to  share  with  you 
the  late  Mr.  Bart’s  view  on  whether 
or  not  Columbus  was  a Jew. 

The  oft-heard  question,  ‘Was  Christo- 
pher Columbus  a Jew?’  is  perhaps  more 
greatly  debated  by  collectors  of  Judaica- 
on-Stamps  than  by  any  other  group  in 
the  world.  Although  much  evidence  has 
been  found  indicating  a positive  answer 
to  the  query,  there  is  still  no  absoJuteiy 
conclusive  evidence. 

Bart  then  goes  on  to  state  most  of 
the  arguments  that  have  been  put 
forth  in  the  past.  He  goes  on  to  say. 

I should  think  that  with  this  evidence 
on  hand  the  conclusion  should  have  long 
been  made  that  he  was  definitely  of  Jew- 
ish origin  but  a Marrano. 

Isn't  it  therefore  time  for  those  in  the 
know  and  those  of  high  repute  to  finally 
analyze  the  evidence  on  hand  and  to 
come  to  some  definite  conclusion? 
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Surely  there  is  nothing  materiaJ  to  be 
gained  by  Judaism  as  a whole  by  the  fi- 
nalization and  proof  of  the  theory,  ex- 
cept to  right  the  pages  of  history  and 
bring  the  truth  to  speak  for  itself. 

Next  I would  like  to  present  Mr. 
Bart’s  views  of  the  “Matter  of  Jewish 
Identity  of  Jesus,  Mary,  and  the  Dis- 
ciples.” 

I,  for  one,  have  included  in  my  collec- 
tion, all  stamps  of  Jesus,  Mary,  and  the 
Disciples,  because,  according  to  history, 
there  has  never  been  a doubt  in  any- 
one’s mind  as  to  their  Jewish  identity. 

In  my  humbJe  opinion,  they  ought  to 
have  a place  in  any  collection  con- 
cerned with  the  History  of  Judaism. 

In  accepting  this  premise,  which  I 
have  since  I started  this  series,  I 
would  like  to  add  to  my  list  Byzantine 
and  Hungarian  coins  that  depict  Je- 
sus and  Mary  both  individually  and 
together. 


Constantine  VII 


Constantine  VIII 

In  the  December  1969  issue  of  the 
Judaic  Philatelic  Journal  there  is  an 
article  by  Maurice  A.  Burnstein  of 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.:  ‘‘Was  Abraham  Lin- 
coln Jewish?”  I would  like  to  high- 
light several  paragraphs  from  this 
article. 

Rabbi  Isaac  M.  Wise  (1819-1900),  in 
bis  eulogy  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  April 
19,  1865,  said:  ‘Abraham  Lincoln  be- 
lieved himself  to  be  bone  of  our  bone 
and  flesh  of  our  flesh.  He  supposed  him- 
self to  be  a descendent  of  Hebrew  par- 
entage. He  said  so  in  my  presence. 


And,  indeed,  he  presented  numerous 
features  of  the  Hebrew  race,  both  in 
countenance  and  in  character. ' 

Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  his  widow,  said 
that  he  ‘had  never  joined  any  church. 

He  was  not  a technical  Christian.  He 
read  the  Bible  a good  deal’. 

His  ancestry  has  been  traced  back  to 
Samuel  Lincoln,  who  emigrated  from 
England  in  1637.  There  is  a curious  in- 
terplay of  Lincoln  family  first  names, 
which  are  not  surprising  in  a Jewish 
family.  Samuel’s  son  was  Mordechai, 
and  the  president’s  grandfather  was  al- 
so an  Abraham.  Abraham’s  sister  was 
Sarah.  There  is  no  record  of  the  Lincoln 
family  before  1637  when  Samuel  left  for 
the  colonies.  At  that  time  Jews  were  for- 
bidden entrance  to  England  which  had 
been  Jew-free  since  the  expuJsion  of  all 
Jews  in  1290,  with  the  exception  of  those 
who  converted. 

The  article  has  an  interesting 
premise  and  it  certainly  contains  a 
good  deal  of  conjecture  but  I am 
NOT  adding  Lincoln  to  my  list.  The 
article  does  make  for  pleasant  spec- 
ulation. 

There  are  two  more  Columbus 
coins  that  I would  add  to  the  list.  The 
first  one  is  a 1958  Italian  500  Lire 
coin  that  depicts  the  ‘‘Columbus 
Fleet”.  The  other  coin  is  a gold  coin 
dated  1975  from  Turks  and  Caicos 
that  depicts  Columbus  and  has  a de- 
nomination of  50  Crowns. 


Julie  Turoff,  Secretary  of  AINA,  is 
sending  an  article  that  ‘‘proves” 
that  the  model  who  posed  for  the 
U.S.  Standing  Liberty  quarter  was 
Jewish.  He  also  contends  that  the  de- 
signer of  the  U.S.  Liberty  Head  (Mer- 
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cury]  dime  and  the  Walking  Liberty 
half-dollar,  Adolph  Weinman,  was 
Jewish.  I cannot  find  him  listed  in 
any  of  my  reference  works;  can  any- 
one prove  this  contention? 

Lastly,  Julie  also  pointed  out  that 
Monticello  on  the  reverse  of  the  Jef- 
ferson nickel  was  purchased  and  re- 
stored by  Uriah  P.  Levy,  the  first 
Jewish  naval  officer.  When  he  re- 
ceived his  commission,  50%  of  the 
officer  candidates  were  Jewish;  Levy 
was  one  of  two  Jewish  graduates. 
Levy  was  instrumental  in  having 
flogging  outlawed  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 
Levy’s  ownership  of  Monticello  is  a 
matter  of  public  record. 


I would  like  to  thank  Steve  Feller 
who  sent  a copy  of  Criswell's  Curren- 
cy Series.  It  lists  all  of  the  Confeder- 
ate bonds  that  picture  Judah  P.  Ben- 
jamin. If  anyone  would  like  a copy  of 
this  material,  send  me  a #10-size 
self-addressed,  stamped  (39c)  envel- 
ope. 

Again,  I invite  reader  comments  to 
be  addressed  to  the  author  at  P.O. 
Box  215,  New  Brunswick,  N.J.  08903. 


U 
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money. 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  SURVEY 
FROM  BANK  OF  ISRAEL,  JERUSALEM 


1986  HANUKKA  COIN 

A Hanukka  lamp  from  Algeria  [19th  century— Israel  Museum  collection, 
Jerusalem]  was  featured  on  the  1986  [5747]  date  coin.  The  coin  was  issued  in 
two  versions — silver  BU  and  silver  proof. 


Silver  BU 


Nominal  value: 
Composition: 


Diameter: 

Weight: 

Edge: 

Artist:  Jacob  Anidi 

Plaster  models:  Stuttgart  Mint 

Mint:  Stuttgart  Mint 


NIS  1 

Silver:  0.850 
Copper:  0.150 

30  mm. 

14.4  grs. 

smooth 


Silver  proof 

NIS  2 

Silver:  0.850 
Copper:  0.150 

37  mm. 

28.8  grs. 

reeded 


CIRCULATION  COINS  COMMEMORATING  PERSONALTIES 

In  conformity  with  the  Bank’s  policy  of  issuing  circulation  coins  com- 
memorating personalities  whose  portraits  appeared  on  banknotes  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  a new  half  sheqel  coin  bearing  the  portrait  of  Baron  Edmond 
de  Rothschild,  which  appeared  on  the  IS  500  banknote,  was  issued  during  the 
second  half  of  1986. 

The  coin  is  identical  to  that  now  in  circulation,  except  for  the  theme  side, 
which  carries  the  portrait  instead  of  the  lyre  appearing  in  the  seal  of 
“Maadana,  daughter  of  the  king”.  Two  million  such  coins  have  been  put  into 
circulation. 


“SITES  IN  THE  HOLYLAND’’  COIN— 1986 

The  fifth  coin  in  this  series  was  issued  in  autumn  1986;  its  motif  is  Akko 
(Acre). 
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Silver  BU 

Silver  Proof 

Gold 

Nominal  value: 

NIS  1/2 

NIS  1 

NIS  5 

Composition: 

Silver  - 0.850 
Copper  - 0.150 

Silver  - 0.850 
Copper  - 0.150 

Gold  - 0.900 

Copper  - 0.100 

Shape: 

12  sides 

12  sides 

12  sides 

Diameter: 

23  mm. 

30  mm. 

22  mm. 

Weight: 

7.2  grs. 

14.4  grs. 

8.63  grs. 

Edge: 

smooth 

reeded 

reeded 

Artists:  Jacob  Zim  (theme  side] 

Gideon  Keich  (value  side] 

Plaster  Models: 

Tidhar  Dagon 

Mint: 

s’Rijks  Munt 
Utrecht 

Stuttgart  Mint 

Swiss  Fed.  Mint 

CIRCULATION  COINS  OF  THE  SHEQEL  SERIES 

Following  are  the  final  minting  figures  for  the  sheqel  series  for  the  He- 
brew years  5744-5745,  by  year  and  mint: 


5744  (1984) 

Denomination Mint Quantity 


10  new  agorot 

Jerusalem  Mint 

500,000 

IS  0.5 

Jerusalem  Mint 

250,000 

IS  1 

Jerusalem  Mint 

2,205,000 

IS  1 

Royal  Canadian  Mint 

30,000,000 

IS  5 

Chilean  Mint 

9,000,000 

IS  5 

Jerusalem  Mint 

8,389,400 

IS  5 

Jerusalem  Mint 

31,950,200 

IS  10 

Swiss  Federal  Mint 

2,002,500 

IS  10  (Herzl) 

Jerusalem  Mint 

2,000,000 

IS  10  (Hanukka] 

Jerusalem  Mint 

13,993,658 

IS  50  (Ben-Gurion] 

Paris  Mint 

1,000,000 

IS  100 

Royal  Canadian  Mint 

15,000,000 

IS  100 

Jerusalem  Mint 

15,028,433 

5745  (1985) 

IS  1 

Jerusalem  Mint 

500,000 

IS  5 

Jerusalem  Mint 

250,000 

IS  10 

Jerusalem  Mint 

15,864,436 

IS  10 

Stuttgart  Mint 

10,000,000 

IS  50 

Jerusalem  Mint 

1,000,000 

IS  100 

Jerusalem  Mint 

19,637,806 

IS  100  (Hanukka] 

Jerusalem  Mint 

2,000,000 

IS  100  (Jabotinsky] 

Paris  Mint 

2,000,000 
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HANUKKA  CIRCULATION  COINS  SERIES-5747 

The  following  Hanukka  circulation  coins  have  been  issued  to  the  present: 

IS  10 --  5744  (1983) 

IS  100  5745  (1984) 

NIS  1 5746  (1985) 

These  coins  are  identical  to  the  circulation  coins  of  the  same  design  and 
denomination  except  that  the  value  side  features  a tiny  Hanukka  lamp  and  the 
inscription  “Hanukka”  in  Hebrew  and  English. 

For  1986  a set  of  the  Hanukka  version  of  the  five  circulation  coins  (from  1 
agora  to  1 new  sheqel)  is  scheduled  to  be  issued.  A limited  quantity  of  this  ser- 
ies will  be  offered  to  the  public  in  a translucent  presentation  box. 

NUMBERING  OF  BANKNOTES 

For  the  benefit  of  numismatists,  we  describe  for  the  first  time  the  system 
used  in  numbering  Israeli  banknotes  in  recent  years. 

The  number  of  a given  banknote  is  composed  of  10  digits,  divided  as 
follows: — 

Serial  code  — the  first  four  digits; 

Serial  number  — the  next  five  digits; 

Check  digit  — the  last  digit. 

Example:  1118  48239  8 

Serial  code  Serial  No.  Check  digit 

The  check  digit  complements  the  other  digits  in  such  a way  that  the  sum 
total  of  all  the  digits  is  always  divisible  by  9. 

For  interested  banknote  collectors,  the  Currency  Department  is  planning  a 
limited  issue  of  New  Sheqel  banknotes  whose  serial  code  and  serial  numbers 
begin  with  0000  00001  8. 


UNMINTED  COIN 

The  Currency  Department  planned  the  minting  in  1985  of  a copper-nickel 
IS  500  coin  with  the  lily  as  its  theme.  However,  this  was  scrapped  following  the 
decision  to  introduce  the  New  Sheqel  as  Israel’s  currency.  The  lily  is  now 
depicted  on  the  NIS  1 coin. 


I 

5 

5 

5 

S 

5 
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SEPTEMBER  AINA  CONVENTION 
PROVIDES  WIDE  EDUCATION  OFFERINGS 


General  Chairman  Mae  Weinschel  (right)  intro- 
duces AINA  president  Morris  Bram. 


John  Pittman,  Morris  Bram  and  Bobert 
Hendershot. 


The  Greater  New  York  Numismatic 
Convention  held  at  the  Omni  Park 
Hotel  in  New  York,  Sept.  5-7  set  new 
levels  of  educational  opportunity  for 
bourse  and  convention  visitors, 
announced  Moe  Weinschel,  General 
Chairman.  His  enthusiasm  was  ap- 
propriate for  a convention  which,  in 
addition  to  its  own  Educational 
Forum,  had  attracted  simultaneous 
meetings  of  the  Metropolitan  Tokens 
and  Medals  Society;  of  the  American 
Medallic  Sculpture  Society;  a dealer 
round-table  on  security;  and  an 
active  Young  Numismatist  program. 

The  event  brought  to  New  York 
such  luminaries  and  speakers  for  the 
numismatic  world  as  Miss  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Curator  of  Numismatics  for  the 
U.S.  Mint;  Manfred  Anson  of  New 
Jersey  who  spoke  on  the  numismatic 
and  art  heritage  relating  to  the  life  of 
Herzl;  Dr.  Jay  Galst,  a leading  New 
York  ophthalmologist  and  surgeon 
who  illustrated  a lecture  on  “Numis- 
matics in  Optics”;  and  Julius  Turoff 
who  brought  elements  from  his  vast 
collection  of  the  history  of  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  events  to  a meeting  of  the 
MET  AMS  which  was  also  open  to  the 
public. 


fulius  Turoff  addresses  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Tokens  and  Medals  Society  on 
aspects  of  the  building  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty. 
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Morty  Zerder  was  chairman  for 
the  outstanding  exhibits  presenta- 
tion and  for  the  Awards  Breakfast 
on  Sunday  morning.  Jack  Garfield 
was  Bourse  chairman. 

Among  special  events  of  interest 
to  dealers  participating  in  the 
bourse  was  an  afternoon  of  dealers- 
only  which  attracted  visiting  dealers 
from  the  nearby  four  states  of  the 
New  York-New  Jersey-Connecticut 
and  Pennsylvania  areas. 

The  heavy  educational  schedule 
was  set  for  Saturday,  September  6th 
with  day-long  Young  Numismatist 
activities  directed  by  Larry  Gentile, 
Sr.  starting  at  10:15  AM.  The 
morning  events  included  an  11:00 
AM  meeting  of  Metropolitan  Tokens 
and  Medals  Society  which  heard 
Julius  Turoff  speak  on  the  related 
history  of  events  and  individuals 
connected  one  way  or  another  with 
creation  of  the  Statue  of  Liberty. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  public  was 
invited  to  hear  more  experts  at  the 
1:00  PM  meeting  of  the  American 
Medallic  Sculpture  Society  which 
heard  a special  talk  by  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Jones,  famed  numismatic  sculp- 
tor and  U.S.  mint  executive. 

At  3:00  PM,  a large  audience 
gathered  to  hear  presentations  by 
Manfred  Anson  on  Herzl  and  by  Dr. 
Jay  Galst  on  “Numismatics  in 
Optics.” 

Prizes  Awarded 

Exhibit  winners  included; 

Best  of  Show:  Rich  Pasternak  for 
“Medals  of  Victor  D.  Brenner”. 

First  Place  - Colonial;  Emil  Voigt  for 
“Our  Colonial  Heritage.” 

First  Place  - Foreign  medals:  Thomas 
Lawless  for  “Papal  Medals  Through  the 
Ages”. 

First  Place  - Modern  Israel:  Jack 
Garfield  for  “Chagall  Windows”.  Second 
Place  - Modern  Israel:  Shirley  Garfield 
for  “Ben-Gurion”. 

First  Place  - Ancients:  Larry  Gentile, 
Sr.  for  “Shekel  of  Tyre”. 

First  Place  - Miscellaneous:  George  Gil- 
bert for  “Photographica  Numismatica”. 


Elizabeth  Jones  speaks  at  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Medallic  Sculpture  Society. 


Miss  Jones  and  Karen  Worth. 


Julius  Turoff  gives  personal  tour  of  his  special 
exhibit  of  U.S.  Mint  4-inch  medals  to  Mint  Exe- 
cutive Elizabeth  Jones. 
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Young  Numismatists  hear  brief  remarks  from  numismatic  leaders  dealer  Anthony 
Swiatek  (left  center)  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Jones,  famed  U.S.  medallist-sculptor. 


Larry  Gentile  Sr.  at  meeting  of  the  Young  Numismatists. 
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Morty  Zerder  announces  winners  at  Awards  Breakfast. 


Non-Competitive  Exhibitors  included: 
Thomas  Walker  with  “Silver  Through  the 
Ages";  Julius  Turoff  with  “U.S.  Mint 
4-inch  Medals”;  and  Morris  Bram  with 
“Puerto  Rico's  Coinage";  John  Pittman 
with  “Paper  Money  of  the  Spanish  Bank 
of  Havana";  Morty  Zerder  with  “Israel’s 
Season’s  Greetings  Book  Markers”;  and 
Selig  Levine  with  “Israel’s  Paper 
Money". 

Young  Numismatist  Prizes  Too 

Young  Numismatist  winners  were 
Alexander  Arevalo  (Silver’s  Turbulent 


j 

1 
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At  the  bourse;  Morris  Bram  (L)  meets  Mr.  and 
Mrs  Robert  Karler  of  Southwestern  Gold.  Al- 
buquerque, NM. 


Decade);  Greg  Lyon  (New  York  City  Sub- 
way Tokens);  Paul  D’Arcy  (History  of  the 
ANA);  Matt  Zuckerman  (Enghsh  Coins) 
and  Andrew  Zuckerman  (Medals  of  the 
First  Presidents). 

Committees  Assure  Show  Success 

Behind  the  events,  the  bourse,  the 
exhibits,  the  meetings  and  the  pre- 
arrangements for  the  convention  are  a 
number  of  volunteer  committees  who 
serve  the  dealers  and  the  public. 

Registration;  Faye  Stern,  Chairperson; 
Sidney  Goldfield,  Florence  Tur- 
off and  Aida  Weinschel. 

PubUcity;  Barbara  G.  Kresh. 

Awards;  Julius  Turoff,  Moe  Weinschel. 

Exhibits;  Morton  J.  Zerder,  Chairman; 
Barbara  Druck. 

Message  Center;  Beverly  Karten. 

Signs;  Julius  Turoff. 

Photography;  George  Gilbert. 

Bourse;  Jack  Garfield,  Moe  Weinschel. 

Keys  & Cases:  Judah  Karten,  Beverly 
Karten. 

Dealer  Registration:  Barbara  Druck. 

Security:  Moe  Weinschel,  Jack  Gar- 
field. 

Breakfast:  Aida  Weinschel,  Moe  Wein- 
schel. 

Young  Numismatists:  Lawrence  Gen- 
tile, Sr. 

Master  of  Ceremonies;  Julius  Turoff. 

AINA  Booth:  Aida  Weinschel. 
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FIVE  NEW  COINS  IN  NEW  SHEQALIM 
SERIES  FEATURE  TINY  HANUKKA  LAMP 


This  Bank  of  Israel  put  into  circu- 
lation at  the  beginning  of  December 
1986  a new  set  of  the  5 coins  of  the 
New  Sheqalim  series — 1 million 
pieces  per  denomination. 

The  value  sides  of  these  coins  fea- 
ture a tiny  Hanukka  lamp  and  the 
caption  “Hanukka”  in  Hebrew  and 
in  English.  These  coins  are  also  of- 
fered in  a special  presentation  box 
and  are  also  intended  to  serve  as 
“Hanukka  Gelt”  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Festival  of  Lights. 


The  Currency  Department  of  the 
Bank  of  Israel  points  out  that  this  is 
the  first  time  that  such  a Hanukka 
issue  comprises  all  the  coins  in  cur- 
rent circulation  and  that  the  set  may 
be  purchased  as  a presentation  set. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Bank  of 
Israel  has  been  issuing  as  of  1983  a 
special  Hanukka  version  of  one  of 
the  circulation  coins.  Thus,  in  1983, 
2 million  10  Sheqalim  coins  were 
issued;  in  1984,  2 million  100  She- 
qalim; and  in  1985,  1 million  New 
Sheqel  coins. 


The  AINA  Educational  Library  of  slides  and  tapes 
is  available  free  to  all  interested  groups. 

Write  for  a free  list  and  details. 
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CHAYIM  SOUTINE 
—PAINTER 


By  Eli  Semmelman,  Haifa  Israel 


Chayim  Soutine  was  born  in  Smilo- 
witch  (near  Minsk]  in  Lithuania  in 
1894.  He  died  in  Paris  of  hunger  in 
1943. 

He  was  the  son  of  a tailor.  His  ear- 
ly education  in  art  was  acquired  in 
Minsk  and  Vilna  in  Lithuania.  In 
1913  he  went  to  Paris  to  start  studies 
in  the  Ecole  de  Beaux  Art. 

The  works  of  El  Greco,  Rem- 
brandt, Van  Gogh  and  the  painters 
of  the  “Fauve”  School  made  their  im- 
pression on  the  character  of  his 
work. 

The  Jewish  artists  who  then  lived 
in  France — Modigliani,  Chagall  and 
Lifschitz — brought  him  to  the  art  of 
expressionism  and  their  style  suited 
his  artistic  temperament. 

Soutine  painted  both  still  life  and 
nature  in  a way  that  portrays  sad- 
ness and  depression;  plucked  rotten 
chickens,  forks  and  knives  that  look 
as  if  all  were  dying  of  hunger,  tor- 
tured images,  and  portraits  more 
like  caricatures. 

During  his  stay  in  Sere  (southern 
France]  from  1919  to  1922,  he  de- 
voted more  of  his  work  to  landscape 
painting.  His  Landscapes  look  torn 
by  an  earthquake,  trees  are  moving, 
houses  glide  and  bend  as  if  falling. 

The  paint  was  cast  with  heavy 
brush  drawings;  by  this  method  he 
created  a contrast  between  exces- 
sive lumination  and  the  blackness 


of  the  eyes  of  his  image,  giving  them 
an  expression  of  tragedy. 

His  works  today  may  be  found 
mostly  in  private  collections.  A few 
are  in  the  museums  of  Paris,  London, 
Washington,  New  York,  Tel  Aviv  and 
Jerusalem. 

A few  of  his  pictures  were  recent- 
ly donated  to  the  Haifa  University  by 
Dr.  R.  Hecht  of  the  Haifa  Silo,  who 
built  a museum  on  the  campus  of  this 
University  in  which  his  outstanding 
collection  of  ancient  and  modern  art 
is  displayed. 

The  medal  is  minted  in  the  mint  of 
Paris.  It  may  be  ordered  in  gold,  sil- 
ver or  bronze. 

Its  size  is  about  15  cm;  yes,  about 
fifteen  centimeters  (about  6-inches]. 

Material  for  this  article  was  taken 
from  the  Encyclopedia  Judaica. 
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CHRISTOPHER  COLUMBUS 
SOOTH  ANNIVERSARY 
COMMEMORATIVE  HONORS  HIS 
“UNSUNG”  JEWISH  SUPPORTERS 


In  honor  of  the  500th  anniversary 
of  the  historic  first  meeting  of  Chris- 
topher Columbus  with  King  Ferdi- 
nand and  Queen  Isabella  in  1486, 
the  Jewish-American  Hall  of  Fame  is 
honoring  the  Sephardic  friends  of 
the  explorer  who  helped  make  his 
trip  possible — Don  Isaac  Abravanel, 
Luis  de  Santangel  and  Abraham  Za- 
cuto.  An  appropriate  plaque  will  be 
installed  in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  and  in- 
dividually serial  numbered  2V4  inch 
medals,  weighing  about  3V2  ounces, 
designed  by  “The  Dean  of  World 
Medallists”  Paul  Vincze,  are  being 
made  available  to  the  public  in 
limited  editions. 

This  is  the  eighteenth  commemor- 
ative in  the  distinguished  series  that 
was  launched  in  1969. 

Paul  Vincze 

This  major  art  commission  was 
awarded  to  one  of  the  world’s  most 
honored  sculptors — Paul  Vincze. 
Vincze’s  works  are  in  the  collections 
of  the  British  Museum,  Smithsonian 
Institution,  Cabinet  des  Medailles 
(Paris),  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  (Buda- 
pest), etc. 


His  newest  creation  portrays  Co- 
lumbus’ first  meeting  with  the  Span- 
ish monarchs  and  the  date  “1486”; 
the  other  side  features  portraits  of 
Don  Isaac  Abravanel,  Luis  de  San- 
tangel and  Abraham  Zacuto,  along 
with  Columbus’  flagship  “The  Pinta” 
and  the  date  of  his  first  voyage  to  the 
New  World— “1492.” 

Luis  de  Santangel 

Almost  every  schoolchild  knows 
how  Queen  Isabella  pawned  her 
jewelry  to  raise  funds  for  Columbus’ 
voyage  of  discovery.  However  scho- 
lars indicate  that  it  was  actually 
Spanish  (Sephardic)  Jewry  rather 
than  Isabella’s  jewelry  that  made 
the  trip  possible!  The  Queen  had  al- 
ready pledged  her  jewels  to  finance 
her  recently  completed  military  cam- 
paigns. Actually,  it  was  Luis  de  San- 
tangel, Comptroller-General  to  Fer- 
dinand and  Isabella,  who  lent  the 
nearly  five  million  maravedis  that 
assured  the  voyage  of  1492.  This  is 
proven  beyond  question  by  Santan- 
gel’s  original  account  books  which 
are  still  preserved  in  the  Archivo  de 
Indies  in  Seville. 
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Luis  de  Santangel  was  a member 
of  the  noble  Chinillo  family.  His 
grandfather  had  converted  from  Ju- 
daism to  Christianity  under  pressure 
of  the  Spanish  persecutions  of  1413- 
1414.  Columbus’  biographer  John 
Thacher  wrote  that  “When  the 
craze  against  the  Jews  was  at  its 
height  in  Spain;  when  persecution 
sorely  tormented  them,  when  their 
property  was  confiscated  and  their 
lives  in  peril,  many  apostatized  and 
pretended  to  accept  the  Christian 
faith.  Few  of  these  conversions  were 
real.”  Thus,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
numerous  members  of  the  distin- 
guished Santangel  family  were  exe- 
cuted over  the  years  for  continuing 
to  observe  their  original  faith. 

Luis  de  Santangel  not  only  owed 
his  royal  majesty  King  Ferdinand  his 
eminent  position  but  also  his  life,  for 
without  the  king’s  direct  interven- 
tion, Luis  and  his  children  would 
have  shared  the  fate  of  his  uncle  and 
many  other  relatives. 

Santangel’s  influence  with  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella  was  decisive  in 
gaining  their  acceptance  of  Colum- 
bus’ proposals.  In  recognition  of  his 
assistance,  Santangel  was  the  first 
to  hear  of  the  historic  discoveries 
from  Columbus,  in  a letter  written  on 
February  18,  1493. 

One  day  after  Columbus  sailed 
from  Spain  another  group  left — the 
Jews — expelled  despite  contribu- 
tions made  over  generations  to  the 
culture  and  well-being  of  the  coun- 
try. This  same  Luis  de  Santangel 
made  substantial  contributions  to- 
ward the  hire  of  ships  that  enabled 
his  former  co-religionists  to  leave 
their  longtime  homeland. 

Don  Isaac  Abravanel 

Another  of  Columbus’  stalwart 
friends  was  Don  Isaac  Abravanel. 
He  had  remained  steadfast  in  his  re- 
ligion; he  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished Biblical  scholars,  philoso- 
phers and  statesmen  of  this  period. 
While  still  a youngster,  Abravanel 


composed  a treatise  on  providence 
and  prophesy,  and  at  the  age  of  25 
he  gave  discourses  on  the  Book  of 
Deuteronomy.  When  his  father  died, 
Don  Isaac  succeeded  him  as  treasur- 
er of  King  Alfonso  V of  Portugal. 
Shortly  after  the  death  of  Alfonso, 
Abravanel  entered  the  service  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella  of  Castile  in 
1484. 

His  activities  were  of  the  widest 
scope,  combining  studious  endeav- 
ors, financial  acumen  and  service  to 
the  state.  Abravanel  loaned  the 
Royal  Treasury  IV2  million  gold  du- 
cats to  finance  the  war  with  Grana- 
da (1491-1492)  and  helped  finance 
Columbus’  voyage.  When  the  edict  of 
expulsion  for  Spanish  Jewry  was 
signed  on  March  31,  1492,  Abra- 
vanel too  had  to  leave,  taking  only 
1000  gold  ducats  with  him. 

The  Jewish  expulsion  took  place 
the  day  before  Columbus  sailed,  on 
the  ninth  of  Ab  according  to  the  He- 
brew calendar  . . . the  day  of  mourn- 
ing for  the  destruction  of  the  Temple 
of  Jerusalem.  Abravanel  wrote:  “Let 
us  abandon  our  settlements,  and 
seek  homes  elsewhere  ...  In  one 
day,  on  foot  and  unarmed,  300,000 
collected  from  every  province,  young 
and  old,  aged  and  infirm,  women  and 
children,  all  ready  to  go  anywhere. 
Among  the  number  was  I,  and  with 
God  for  our  leader,  we  set  out.”  He 
sailed  to  Naples  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  years  in  Italy,  continuing  his  Bib- 
lical commentaries  and  governmen- 
tal activities. 

Abraham  Zacuto 

Abraham  Zacuto  offered  a differ- 
ent though  necessary  aid  to  Colum- 
bus. Born  in  Salamanca  around  1450, 
Zacuto  was  expelled  from  Spain  and 
he  emigrated  to  Lisbon  where  he  was 
appointed  Court  Astronomer  by  King 
John  II  and  again  by  Manuel  I.  He 
wrote  numerous  works  ranging  from 
Jewish  histories  to  scientific 
treatises.  In  1493  Zacuto  was  named 
Royal  Mathematician. 
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Zacuto’s  achievements  in  astron- 
omy were  numerous.  His  copper  as- 
trolabe enabled  sailors  to  determine 
the  of  the  sun  with  greater  precision. 
His  improved  astronomical  tables 
permitted  sailors  to  calculate  lati- 
tudes without  recourse  to  the  merid- 
ian of  the  sun,  and  to  determine 
solar  and  lunar  eclipses  with  great- 
er accuracy  than  ever  before. 

Columbus,  who  had  made  the  per- 
sonal acquaintance  of  Zacuto  in  Sa- 
lamanca, used  his  tables.  On  one  oc- 
casion they  saved  the  explorer  and 
his  crew  from  certain  death.  Know- 
ing from  the  tables  that  a lunar 
eclipse  was  imminent,  Columbus  told 
the  hostile  Jamaican  natives  that  he 
had  power  over  the  light  of  the  moon 
and  the  sun,  and  he  would  perma- 
nently deprive  them  of  light  if  any- 
one was  harmed.  A copy  of  Zacuto’s 
astronomical  tables,  along  with  Col- 
umbus’ personal  annotations,  is  still 
preserved  in  Seville. 

Still,  Zacuto’s  important  contribu- 
tions did  not  exempt  him  from  the  ul- 
timatum presented  in  1497  for  all 
Jews  to  convert  or  leave  Portugal.  He 
escaped  to  Tunis,  where  he  com- 
pleted a major  reference  on  Jewish 


geneologies  in  1504.  Nine  years 
later,  in  Jerusalem,  Zacuto  com- 
pleted an  almanac  in  Hebrew,  the 
language  he  used  in  the  original  edi- 
tions of  all  his  works. 

Christopher  Columbus 

There  may  have  been  still  another 
“Jewish  connection’’  to  the  discov- 
ery of  America.  Columbus  himself 
may  have  been  of  Jewish  descent! 
The  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  indi- 
cates that  he  may  have  come  from  a 
Spanish-Jewish  family  to  have  settl- 
ed in  Genoa,  Italy.  The  new  medal  by 
Paul  Vincze  is  the  first  of  what  is 
sure  to  be  a deluge  with  the  upcom- 
ing celebration  of  the  500th  anniver- 
sary of  the  discovery  of  America.  Its 
release  date  appropriately  was  Co- 
lumbus Day,  1986. 

Only  1000  antique  bronze  medals 
are  being  minted,  priced  at  $18 
each,  500  pure  silver  pieces  are  $85, 
and  a minuscule  50  solid  10  karat 
gold  are  $1050  each.  Half  of  the  cost 
can  be  considered  as  a tax-deducti- 
ble contribution  to  the  non-profit 
Magnes  Museum,  2911  Russell 
Street,  Berkeley,  California  94705. 
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HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP  ISRAEL’S 
GROWTH  THROUGH  NUMISMATICS 


• Join  a INS  Club.  Then  bring  a friend,  neighbor  or 
relative  to  meetings  to  interest  him  in  your  hobby. 

• If  you  can’t  form  an  INS  Club,  loan  this  copy  of  THE 
SHEKEL  to  a neighbor  or  friend. 

• Make  a talk  about  Israel  Numismatics  to  your 
social  club.  Temple  group  or  to  a circle  of  neigh- 
bors. AINA  will  donate  a few  issues  of  THE 
SHEKEL  and  some  numismatic  gifts  for  your  first 
meeting  with  youths  or  adults. 

• Call  a local  coin  club  and  join.  Then  make  a talk 
about  AINA  and  your  Israel  coin  collection. 

BRING  IN  ONE  NEW  MEMBER  THIS  YEAR. 
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HOW  TO  COLLECT  AND  EXHIBIT  ISRAELI 

MONEY  & MEDALS 

By  Sylvia  Haffner  Magnus 

CLASSIFICATION  - 
“COINS  ON  COINS  OR  MEDALS” 


Start  an  ancient  coin  collection  to 
match  those  depicted  on  the  modern 
Israeli  trade  coins.  This  is  a marvel- 
ous collection  and  all  coins  or 
medals  are  fairly  easy  to  obtain.  The 
trade  coins  are  very  cheap  and 
many  of  the  ancients  are  also  rea- 
sonable. 

You  will  note,  for  example,  that  a 
Shekel  of  the  First  Revolt  goes  with 
the  Pidyon  Haben,  Purim  Medal, 
Hobby  Medal  & Linked  Life  Insur- 
ance medal.  You  can  show  four 
items  with  one  ancient  coin. 

The  Pruta,  Agorot  and  Sheqalim 
Series  are  a joy  to  collect  and  all  are 
very  reasonable.  The  ancient  coins 


from  which  their  designs  were  taken 
will  cost  much  more.  You  will  note 
that  the  designs  overlap  on  all  of  the 
series  so  that  several  coins  may  be 
exhibited  with  one  ancient  coin. 

The  City-coins  shown  on  the  City- 
coin  medals  are  also  a challenge  and 
some  are  fairly  reasonable.  They 
make  a marvelous  exhibit  for  show  & 
tell.  You  don’t  need  them  all;  show 
one  set  at  a time  as  you  acquire 
them. 

All  modern  items  listed  are  very 
reasonable  (in  the  $10  and  less 
class]  except  for  the  Jerusalem  gold 
coin. 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
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HERE’S  A WAY  TO  LIVE  FOREVER 


Providing  for  the  American  Is- 
rael Numismatic  Association  in 
your  Will  is  a very  important  way 
for  you  to  give  support.  A bequest 
to  AINA  is  a meaningful  way  for 
you  and  your  good  works  to  live 
on  and  on.  It  will  enable  us  to 
continue  to  disseminate  informa- 
tion on  the  interests  we  share 
through  our  publications,  our 
conventions,  our  educational  pro- 
grams for  the  dozens  of  AINA 
clubs,  our  study  tours  to  Israel 
and  our  planned  library. 

There  are  a number  of  ways  to 
provide  for  AINA  in  your  will  and 


at  the  same  time  produce  substan- 
tial estate  tax  savings.  It  starts 
with  your  designation  of  AINA  to 
receive  cash,  coins,  books  or  real 
property.  AINA  shares  your  mem- 
ory with  thousands  of  numisma- 
tists of  Tomorrow. 

Speak  to  your  Attorney  or  your 
Accountant  for  the  details  on  how 
to  include  AINA  in  your  will  now. 
All  too  soon — its  too  late. 


AMERICAN  ISRAEL 
NUMISMATIC  ASSN. 
P.O.  Box  25790 
Tamarac,  Florida  33320 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
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CCM-9  Silver  sela 


PH-4  Shekel  1st  Revolt 


CCM-6  Coin-Acre 


SM-21  Judaea  Capta 


50  Sheqalim  Ancient  bronze 


100  Sheqalim  Ancient  bronze 


CM-79  Shekel  1st  Revolt 


CM-45  6 Modern  Coins 


A-11  Silver  sela 


CM-99  Coins  8r  Medals 


CCM-1  Ashkelon-Coin 


HS-1  Half-Shekel  1st  Revolt 


SHOW  THIS  COPY  OF 
THE  SHEKEL 

TO  ANOTHER  COLLECTOR  AND 
INTRODUCE  HIM/HER  TO  AINA 
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COINS  ON  COINS  OR  MEDALS 

Meshorer 


HS-1 

1961 

Half-Shekel 

Half-Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-149 

HS-2 

1962 

Half-Shekel 

Half-Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-149 

A-11 

1968 

Jerusalem  Reunified 

Silver  Sela  2nd  Revolt  M-165 

G-6 

1968 

Jerusalem  Reunified 

Silver  Sela  2nd  Revolt  M-165 

PH-4 

1973 

Pidyon  Haben 

Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-148 

PH-5 

1974 

Pidyon  Haben 

Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-148 

PH-6 

1975 

Pidyon  Haben 

Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-148 

PH-7 

1976 

Pidyon  Haben 

Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-148 

SM-l-lb 

1958 

1st  Liberation 

Judaea  Capta  Coin 

SM-6 

1960 

Bar-Kochba 

Bar-Kochba  Coin  M-149 

SM-21 

1962 

2nd  Liberation 

Judaea  Capta  Coin 

SM-80 

1984 

Purim  Medal 

Half-Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-149 

CCM-1 

1965 

Ashkelon 

City-coin  47BCE 

CCM-2 

1965 

Acre 

City-coin  217-222  CE 

CCM-3 

1965 

Tiberias 

City-coin  101  CE 

CCM-4 

1965 

Beit  She’an 

City-coin  180-192  CE 

CCM-5 

1965 

Avdat 

City-coin  9^0  CE 

CCM-6 

1965 

Caesarea 

City-coin  37-44  CE 

CCM-7 

1965 

Jaffa 

City-coin  217-222  CE 

CCM-8 

1965 

Lod 

City-coin  211-217  CE 

CCM-9 

1966 

Jerusalem 

Silver  Sela  2nd  Revolt  M-165 

CM-11 

1963 

Remembrance  Day 

Judaea  Capta  70  CE 

CM-45 

1971 

Bank  of  Israel 

Six  modern  Israeli  Coins 

CM-69 

1974 

Bank  of  Israel 

Six  modern  Israeli  Coins 

CM-79 

1975 

Hobby  Medal 

Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-148 

CM-87 

1977 

Bank  Leumi  Le-Israel 

Palestine  10  Mils 

CM-99 

1979 

Jerusalem  International 
Numismatic  Meeting 

Coins  & Medals 

CM-118 

1983 

Linked  Life  Insurance 

Shekel  1st  Revolt  M-148 

CM-129 

1985 

Israel  Discount  Bank 

5 Israeli  coins 

PRUTA  COINS  AND  THEIR  ANCIENT  COUNTERPARTS 


P-1 

25  mils 

grapes 

M-207 

P-3 

1 Pruta 

anchor 

M-8 

P-5 

5 Prutot 

lyre 

M-172 

P-7 

10  Prutot  1949 

amphora 

M-169 

P-9 

10  Prutot  1952 

one-handle  jug 

M-204 

P-12 

25  Pruta 

grapes 

M-207 

P-15 

50  Pruta 

vine-leaf 

M-156 

P-20 

100  Pruta 

palm  tree 

M-170 

P-27 

500  Pruta 

pomegranates 

M-158 

AGOROTS  AND  THEIR  ANCIENT  COUNTERPARTS 

1960-80 

1 Agora 

ears  of  barley 

M-8  8 

5 Agorot 

pomegranates 

M-154 

10  Agorot 

palm  tree 

M-170 

25  Agorot 

lyre-three  stringed 

M-187 

1 Lira 

pomegranates 

M-151 

SHEQEL  COINS  AND  THEIR  ANCIENT  COUNTERPARTS 

1980-85 

1 Sheqel 

cornucopia 

M-25 

10  Sheqalim 

galley 

M-59 

50  Sheqalim 

ancient  bronze 

M-163 

100  Sheqalim 

ancient  bronze 

M-36 

1985- 

5 New  Agorot 

lulav  and  etrogim 

M-163 

10  New  Agorot 

menorah 

M-36 

1 New  Sheqel 

lily 

M-X  Persian  period 
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ISRAEL  ISSUES  DAVID  BEN-GURION 
CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATIVE 
MEDALS  IN  GOLD,  SILVER  AND  BRONZE 


To  celebrate  the  hundredth  birth- 
day of  “The  Father  of  Israel”,  David 
Ben-Gurion,  Israel  has  issued  of- 
ficial State  Medals  in  bronze,  silver 
and  gold.  All  feature  a profile  por- 
trait sculptured  by  Duda  Idelstein; 
on  the  reverse  there  is  a menorah 
surrounded  by  these  historic  words 
in  English  and  Hebrew:  “We  hereby 
declare  the  establishment  of  a Jew- 
ish State  in  Eretz-Israel  to  be  known 
as  the  State  of  Israel.” 

Only  1000  22  karat  gold  medals 
were  struck,  weighing  nearly  an 
ounce,  priced  at  $679  each;  1500  14 
karat  gold  medals,  weighing  almost 
a quarter  ounce,  at  $98;  2400  Ster- 
ling Silver  Dollar-size  commemora- 
tives  at  $29;  and  an  unlimited  issue 
of  large  2V4  inch  diameter  bronze 
versions  are  available  for  only 
$11.00  each.  These  bronze  Ben- 
Gurion  commemoratives  may  be 
ordered  now  from  AINA,  P.O.  Box 
25790,  Tamarac,  FL  33320. 

On  May  14,  1948  while  Jerusalem 
was  under  seige  by  the  Arabs,  a 
small  group  of  Jewish  leaders 
gathered  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Tel 
Aviv  Museum  to  declare  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  State  of  Israel.  After 
reading  14  short  paragraphs,  David 
Ben-Gurion  was  the  first  to  sign  the 


Declaration.  He  went  on  to  serve  as 
the  first  Prime  Minister  and  Minis- 
ter of  Defense.  This  was  the  crown- 
ing achievement  in  the  career  of  one 
of  the  Twentieth  Century’s  most  im- 
portant world  leaders. 

David  Ben-Gurion  was  born  David 
Gruen  on  October  10,  1886  in  Plonsk, 
Poland.  At  fourteen  he  and  some 
friends  founded  a Zionist  youth 
group,  the  Ezra  Society,  with  the  ob- 
jective of  returning  to  the  “Promised 
Land.”  He  did  this  at  the  age  of  20, 
shortly  after  writing  “We,  a group  of 
young  men  and  students,  wish  to  im- 
migrate to  the  land  of  Israel  ...  to 
create  a fresh  national  foundation  in 
the  land  of  our  forefathers  upon 
which  to  build  the  great  structure  of 
national  revival.”  He  settled  in 
Petach  Tikvah,  the  oldest  colony  in 
the  country,  and  worked  in  nearby 
vineyards. 

In  1910,  he  adopted  the  pseu- 
donym Ben-Gurion  (son  of  the  young 
lion)  and  soon  after  left  for  Turkey  to 
study  law,  as  his  means  to  deal  with 
the  occupying  power  of  the  Holy 
Land.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  World 
War  I,  he  returned  home,  but  was 
soon  arrested  as  a subversive  and 
was  forced  to  leave  the  country.  Ben- 
Gurion  had  “never  to  return” 
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stamped  on  his  passport  and  left  for 
America.  He  quickly  taught  himself 
English — his  seventh  language — and 
lectured  in  behalf  of  Zionism  and  the 
Allied  cause  in  the  war.  Ben-Gurion 
later  volunteered  for  the  British  Ar- 
my. After  the  war  had  ended,  Ben- 
Gurion  helped  build  the  Histradut 
(the  General  Federation  of  Labor)  in- 
to the  largest  and  most  powerful  or- 
ganization in  Eretz  Israel. 


Ben-Gurion  insisted  that  every  Jew 
had  the  right  to  become  an  Israeli 
citizen,  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  immigrants  were  absorbed.  In 
1970,  the  elder  statesman  retired 
from  government  and  devoted  his 
time  to  writing  at  his  small  home  in 
Sde  Boker,  in  a kibbutz  located  in  the 
middle  of  the  Negev  desert.  David 
Ben-Gurion,  dead  at  the  age  of  87. 


MODERN  ISRAELI  CITY 
COMMEMORATES  ITS  JUBILEE 


Israel  is  a land  of  contrasts,  with 
ancient  and  modern  side  by  side.  No- 
where is  this  more  apparent  than 
with  the  newest  numismatic  issue — 
a medal  celebrating  the  50th  birth- 
day of  the  town  of  Holon.  Interesting- 
ly, the  panoramic  view  was  depicted 
by  the  Israeli  artist  Jacob  Zim.  Zim  is 
one  of  the  most  prolific  artists  in  Is- 
rael having  designed  the  following 
coins:  1960  Henrietta  Szold,  1961 
Heroism,  1968  Jerusalem,  1971 
Science,  1971  Let  My  People  Go,  as 
well  as  the  United  Jewish  Appeal 
and  Knesset  medals. 

Holon  is  now  the  fourth  largest 
city  in  Israel.  The  growth  has  been 
dramatic  . . . from  7000  in  1948,  to 
84,700  at  the  end  of  1968,  to  165,000 
today.  The  name  Holon  is  derived 
from  the  Hebrew  word  for  sand  (hoi), 
for  that’s  all  the  first  settlers  found 
there.  Located  only  a few  miles 


southeast  of  Tel  Aviv,  the  suburb  is 
now  bathed  in  green  (it  has  1000 
dunams  of  public  parks  and 
gardens).  Its  status  as  an  industrial 
center  has  been  aided  by  the  prox- 
imity to  Tel  Aviv,  the  railway  line, 
major  highways,  and  the  port  of  Ash- 
dod. 

Holon  has  absorbed  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  immigrants  since  Israel’s 
independence  in  1948.  The  city  also 
has  the  distinction  of  being  called 
home  by  about  half  of  the  500  mem- 
bers of  the  ancient  Samaritan  sect; 
the  others  remain  in  the  city  of  Nab- 
lus. The  “good  Samaritan’’  attained 
immortality  in  the  New  Testament 
parable  about  a passerby  who  as- 
sisted a wounded  stranger  that 
others  had  ignored. 

The  panoramic  view  on  the  large 
59  mm  bronze  State  Medal  shows 
Holon’s  residential  and  industrial 
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areas,  public  institutions,  monu- 
ments and  gardens;  the  other  side 
features  the  city  emblem  within  a 


Star  of  David.  Each  medal  is  in- 
dividually serial  numbered  on  the 
edge. 


ISRAEL  SILVER  AND  GOLD  COINS 
COMMEMORATE  CRUSADER  CITY 

OF  AKKO 


The  Judean  city  with  the  longest 
and  richest  numismatic  history — 
Akko — is  the  subject  of  the  newest 
gold  and  silver  commemorative  coins 
from  Israel.  The  name  “Akka”  ap- 
peared for  the  first  time  in  a temple 
inscription  at  Karnak,  commemorat- 
ing the  victory  of  Tuthmosis  III  in  the 
battle  of  Megiddo  in  1479  B.C.E.  It  is 
first  mentioned  in  the  Bible:  “Nei- 
ther did  Asher  drive  out  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Akko  . . . but  Asherites  dwelt 
among  the  Canaanites”  (Judges  1:31). 

While  many  nations  shaped  the 
history  of  Akko  including  Egypt, 
Assyria,  Greece,  the  Roman  Empire, 
and  the  Arabs,  the  greatest  influ- 
ence was  exerted  in  the  relatively 
short  Crusader  period  (1104-1291). 
The  city  became  the  main  seaport  of 
the  Christian  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem. 
Leader  of  the  Third  Crusade,  Rich- 
ard the  Lionhearted,  King  of  Eng- 
land, ruled  from  the  Akko  royal  pal- 
ace from  1191  to  1192.  In  1251  King 
Louis  IX  of  France  (St.  Louis)  spent 
three  years  in  Akko,  fortifying  its 


fortifications,  following  the  disas- 
trous Seventh  Crusade. 

Crusader  architecture  is  featured 
in  the  new  Israel  coins.  The  Bay  of 
Akko  is  shown,  enclosed  by  the  city 
wall.  Overlooking  the  wall  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  skylines  in  Israel. 
Minarets  of  mosques,  bell  towers  of 
monasteries  and  churches  stand  out 
above  the  domes  of  the  buildings,  the 
square  outline  of  the  Citadel  and  the 
flat  roofs  of  the  dwellings.  On  the 
right  side  is  the  most  famous  site  in 
Akko,  the  so-called  “Crypt”,  which 
is  actually  the  dining  hall  of  the  Hos- 
pitaler’s Palace.  Through  an  arched 
gate  can  be  seen  two  giant  pillars 
and  magnificent  arches  supporting 
the  building.  On  the  left  side  there  is 
a Fleur  de  Lis  sculptured  on  one  of 
the  pillars;  this  became  the  emblem 
of  the  French  monarchy.  This  hand- 
some design  was  created  by  one  of 
the  most  prolific  numismatic  design- 
ers in  Israel,  Jacob  Zim,  and  it  was 
sculptured  by  Tidhor  Dagan. 
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HANUKKIYA  FROM  ALGIERS  COINS 
ANNOUNCED  FOR  HANUKKA 

5746/1986 

A menorah  (Hanukkiya)  from  pre-twentieth  century  Algeria  was  selected  as 
the  5746/1986  honored  Jewish  theme  art  for  the  Hanukka  coinage  announced  in 
time  for  Hanukka.  A silver/850  Pr.  28.8  gr.  coin  of  37mm  priced  at  $25.00  and  a 
silver/850  BU  14.4  gr.  coin  of  30mm  (see  illustration)  were  announced. 


“EXODUS”  STATE  MEDAL  HONORS 
FAMED  U.S.  SHIP  WHICH  CARRIED 
HOLOCAUST  REFUGEES  TO  ISRAEL 

Baltimore,  Maryland  Jews  paid  for  purchase  of  a ferry  which  had  plied  East 
Coast  waters  in  the  Maryland-Virginia  waters  during  pre-WWll  years  before  it 
found  a final  voyage  and  world  fame  as  the  Exodus,  the  ship  which  symbolized 
the  passage  of  Jewish  refugees  from  the  camps  of  Europe  to  safe  haven  in 
Israel.  Voyages  of  all  craft  were  despite  British  efforts  to  thwart  landings  at 
the  ports  and  beaches  of  Israel  in  1946.  The  Exodus  medal  has  been  created  in 
gold  (35mm  and  13mm);  in  silver  (37mm);  and  in  bronze  (70mm).  The  13mm  gold 
medal  is  also  available  as  an  adillion  attached  to  a braided  rope  of  gold.  All  are 
available  from  AINA. 
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BE  A WINNER! 


TOP  RECRUITERS 
MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

MAY  1,  1986  to  APRIL  15,  1987 


AINA  ELECTED  OFFICERS 


JACK  GARFIELD  2 

JJ.  VAN  GROVER  3 

SYLVIA  H.  MAGNUS  7 

DAVID  PASZAMANT  1 

IRVING  RUDIN  1 

MOE  WEINSGHEL  4 


WORKING  MEMBERS 


MAX  BROWN  1 

MIGHAEL  DRUGK  6 

JUDAH  KARTEN  1 

BARBARA  G.  KRESH  2 

FAYE  STERN  1 


Enter  Our  Membership  Builder’s  Contest, 

May  1,  1986  to  April  15,  1987. 

First  Prize:  AINA  Bicentennial  Bronze  & Silver 

Set  1976  (mintage  500] 

Second  Prize:  Jerusalem  Numismatic  Meeting 
Medal  1979  Uniface  Bronze 
(mintage  500) 

Third  Prize:  Masada  Silver  medal  27mm 

(3,000  mintage) 
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COME!  TAKE  A DREAM  TRIP  WITH  AINA 


• Fly  EL  AL— both  ways! 

• 3 Nites  Tel  Aviv— 

2 Nites  Haifa— 

1 Nite  on  Kibbutz  and 
6 Nites  in  Jerusalem 


The  press  has  raved  about  the 
amazing  study  tour  of  Israel 
conducted  only  one  time  each 
year  by  AINA.  Make  1987  your 
year  to  participate  in  the  fun 
of  meeting  first-hand  with 
dignitaries,  leading  dealers 
and  collectors.  Visit  all  major 
cities,  Holy  Land  sites  and  the 
Israel  Mint  where  coins  and 
stamps  are  minted  and  printed. 

Come  join  us!  Assure  your 
place  by  sending  a $250.00 
deposit  per  person. 


Your  friend, 

Morris  Bram 


• 12  nites  and  13  days  of 
deluxe  hotels 

• Breakfast  and  dinner 
throughout,  including 
special  banquets 

• Stay  at  Dan-Tel  Aviv;  Dan 
Carmel-Haifa;  and  King 
David  in  Jerusalem 


20th  ANNIVERSARY  STUDY  TOUR  OF  ISRAEL 
MARCH  5 - MARCH  18,  1987 
ONLY  $1745  PER  PERSON,  Double  Occupancy 

FOR  DETAILS:  WRITE  TOUR,  P.O.  BOX  25790,  Tamarac,  FI  33320 

(305)  726-0333 


* 


■ DAVID  BEN-GURION 

HONORED  ON  lOOth  BIRTHDAY 
WITH  MEDALS  IN  GOLD,  SIli^ER,  AND  BRONZE 


See  Page  28 


